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Happy Bir thday 

 

 

 
  2 Marianne Christlieb 

  3 Jacob Burton 

 10 Bob Ennis 

 10 Shanna Locker 

 13 Richard Martin  

 14 John Requa 

 18 Matt Crider 

 20 Aaron Burton 

 21 Ann Calhoun 

 21 Aletha Wallace 

 27 Jurney Yung 

 27 Kendra Hill 
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March 2nd  
Andy & Dawn Edgar 

 
March 2nd  

Bob & Leatha Kulm 
 

March 13th  
Richard & Dorothy Martin 

 
March 15th  

Paul & Beverly  Mills 
 

March 22nd  
Terry & Julie Edwards 

 
March 22nd  

Charles & Marylin Boss 
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�Webster's Dictionary states "Benevolence" this way; "kindly disposition to do good and promote the welfare of 
others." 
 

Hebrews 2:9b (TLB) says "Yes, because of God's great kindness, Jesus tasted death for everyone in all the 
world."  Why did He do this?  What was the result? 
 

Hebrews 2:10b explains; "for in doing this He was bringing vast multitudes of God's people to heaven." 
 

Each one of us has the opportunity and privilege to bring vast multitudes of God's people to heaven by our acts 
of benevolence.  Our church has been designated as a "Disaster Relief" center with the American Red Cross in 
case of catastrophe.  In that regard we will have the capacity to house and shelter up to 50 people.  This         
includes providing food for their physical body as well as “Spiritual Food”  and sharing our “Only Hope, Jesus 
Christ.” 
 

In the weeks to follow, the Benevolence Pantry needs to be stocked with nutritious non-perishable items.  Be 
watching in your church bulletin on Sunday’s and Monthly Newsletter for what needs to be brought in.  In the 
meantime, please open your hearts and remember to bring canned goods with you each time you come to 
church; be it to services on Sunday, Mid-week Studies on Wednesday or Thursday. 
 

"Don't leave home without that Can In Your Hand!"   
 

Whatever you do, do ALL in JESUS' Name For His Glory! 
Marianne Christlieb 
Benevolence Pantry Coordinator 

"Don't leave home without that Can In Your Hand!"   
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� C.S. Lewis conveys a story about a young preacher whom he heard deliver a rather sophisticated sermon. This young preacher capped off his 
sermon with the following schooled statement: “And now, my friends, if you do not believe these truths, there may be for you grave eschatological conse-
quences.” When Lewis later spoke to that young preacher he asked him, “Did you mean that they would be in danger of hell?”  The young man said, 
“Yes”.  C.S. Lewis demanded “Then why in the world didn’t you say so?” 

 
In the same way, why do we speak this same truth of Jesus with caution as well?  Are afraid of hurting someone’s feelings or     offending others 

with the brutal yet beautiful picture of the cross of Christ?   
 
Somehow we have convinced ourselves, with regard to corporate worship, that caution ought to be a primary focus as well.  Not caution in a fear-

ful manner, but caution that we meet the world’s expectations of the Church and not what God demands of His people. 
 
For example, we describe our efforts to bring people into the church by relating to their real-world needs and desires.  Somehow we believe if we 

meet these “perceived needs” then people will come, people will stay, God will be worshipped and our church will grow.  Is this the church Christ desires 
His bride to be?   

  
Plainly we are called to “Go” and “Tell” and “Disciple”. (Matt. 28)  This mandate is the commission believers are given.  But do  people come to 

Christ before they come to Church?  Typically we see just the opposite:  Our church services are open and inviting to visitors, but herein lies the quarrel.  
We design the church environment to be a warm, inviting, beautiful-sounding, super-friendly, non-offensive    setting with music, worship-styles and all the 
comforts of home in hopes that it grow wildly in stature.  I will be as clear as possible; there is nothing wrong with what I just described except that God has 
been left out of the equation.  The focus of the grandest errand we have as   believers: to worship the God of all creation, has been re-worked so that the lost 
feel important.  They are put in the place of honor in our gatherings at the expense of the One who should be our primary focus.  

  
When non-believers or worse yet, non-committed Christians become the mainstream of what should be a Bible-centric God-focused congregation, 

directing its resources toward meeting their own needs and intentions the Church ceases to be the Church. Believers have to stop trying to attract people 
with something appealing with the hope that we can change their thinking later.  Our churches should be open, inviting, warm, friendly places where believ-
ers gather to worship God for who He is. Yes, some may become disgruntled and they may begin to seek ways to leave or stop coming altogether.  But, 
worshipping God demands that we worship Him for who He is and not for what we have designed Him to be.   

 
We are worshipping a god we have creatively shaped to meet our needs or in order to entice, allure and charm bodies into darkening the doors of 

the church.  We all too often leave God out of the picture or simply use Him as a backdrop.  We worship the church and not God. 
 
I know how heavy a statement that is, so let’s forget for a while all we’ve learned about marketing and promotion and church-growth models and 

evaluate how God describes what His people should look like:  
· His people should meet to Worship him in Spirit and in Truth.  “...the true worshippers will worship the Father in  Spirit and Truth for they 

are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks.”  John 4:24 “… in view of God’s mercy...offer your bodies as  living sacrifices..”Romans 12:1a 
· His people should meet for encouragement:  Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 

us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”   
·  His people belong to each other; His word tells us that we fit into the body specifically with a God-given role.  “Now you are the body of 

Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”  Cor. 12:27.  “…so in Christ we who are many form one body…” Rom. 12:5a. 
· His People are to be just, merciful and humble all at once:  “And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love mercy, and to 

walk humbly with your God?" Micah 6:8 
 
  Peter really lays it out on the line about what God expects of believers, he says, "...be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, 

for 'God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.' Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due 
time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the Devil walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour." 1 Peter 5:5-8 (emphasis added) 

 
So please allow me to humbly be as frank as C.S. Lewis, unapologetically, and without remorse:  The church cannot be the church if it is not the 

church.  Let us find ourselves Going, Telling, and Making Disciples, all the while refusing to merely create a club or weekly   gathering that promotes good 
to and from our community. 

   
Let’s be sure that as we worship God, albeit in a relevant manner, we are focused on Him.   The transformation the Holy Spirit of God has 

brought in our lives as a result of His revealing Truth and remorse of our sin against Him to be the driving force in our worship.  We worship Him in re-
sponse to His greatness because He first loved us and gave Himself for us.  

 
Without question, when forgiven, redeemed, changed people of God are given a chance, they respond as The Church: worshipping without fuss 

on methods, styles, favorites and preferences but with whole focus on Him in response to Him. 
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Our pastors blog sites are 
at.  

www.esbctwinfalls.com 

 Then click on their name 
and you will be directed 

to their      

“Blogger” Site   

This is a great way to get 
to know your Pastors on 
a more intimate level.  

Read their thoughts, see 
their stories, post your 
own responses, and ask 

them  questions. 
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"In any and every circumstance I have learned the s ecret of being filled and going 
hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need .  I can do all things through 

Him (Christ) who strengthens me."  -Philippians 4:12b, 13  
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