
 

 

not-for-profit  clubs who use the word 

ñchurchò in her name? 

But, if the definition of the word 

ñchurchò has the affectionate attachment to 

being in fellowship with the suffering of 

Christ then the language of the New      

Testament is comforting and something 

that causes the follower of Christ and the 

unity of the saints cling even tighter to 

Christ while they endure the suffering.   

Peter aims to make this clear as he writes 

the first of two epistles to the church (First 

Peter.) Peterôs primary message to the 

church is to trust the Lord and to live    

obediently no matter what circumstances 

she finds herself in. Peter is called the 

ñapostle of hopeò because of his fixed hope 

upon God. As Peter writes to the church he 

tells them of Godôs ultimate promise of 

deliverance, that deliverance implies      

suffering is to be expected.  

Iôm looking forward to beginning a 

new series of messages in May from First 

Peter. I hope you will make every effort to 

be present as we examine this word to the 

church. What definition of Church have 

you been working off of? It is my prayer 

that we will learn to embrace the suffering 

of Christ as His bride. I always look       

forward to opening the word up with you. 

 Peter explains how Christians 

should respond when they suffer because 

of their beliefs. Called the ñapostle of 

hope,ò Peterôs primary message is to trust 

the Lord, live obediently no matter what 

your circumstances and keep your hope 

fixed on Godôs ultimate promise of        

deliverance. Suffering is to be expected, 

but it is temporary and yields great bless-

ings for those who remain steadfast.  
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 The last several months have been 

unlike any other period of time in my life. 

I dare say the same can be said for you. I 

find myself asking God many questions 

right now. Not questioning God, only 

questions.  

 This one question sits in the center 

of my beingé ñIs your church prepared to 

endure suffering?ò  

 The answer to that question is    

answered in our definition of the word 

ñchurchò.  

 If ñchurchò is a non-profit          

organization looking to establish herself as 

an organization that gets applauded for all 

of her good deeds then that ñchurchò is 

probably not ready to endure suffering. If 

sheôs looking to establish herself as a civic 

organization that aims to be listed on 

chamber of commerce billboards and   

chasing after certificates of recognition 

then she will not be the happiest with any 

bit of suffering. If sheôs wanting to dress 

herself with all the comforts of this world 

and be trend setters in the use of          

technology or looking for the latest video 

clip that makes everyone laugh or she 

wants to be found as welcoming or accom-

modating to pleasure seekers then she will 

not even want to talk about suffering. 

 If the above paragraph is the defi-

nition to the word ñchurchò in my       

question, then the ñchurch will want to  

remove all references to suffering from the 

New Testament. All references to blood, 

discomfort, shame, persecution, mocking 

and of all other references to the like must 

be removed, avoided or redefined to      

explain away why anyone in their right 

mind would want to b part of that 

ñchurchò. Isnôt this what has been going 

on for the last century (or longer) with all 
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May 8th  

Steve & Becky Hanchey 

Having struggled with diminishing eyesight for sixteen years now, I can appreci-

ate the eagerness of blind Bartimeaus as he sat alongside the road outside Jeri-

cho and heard that Jesus of Nazareth was headed his way. He shook off his de-

tractors, who urged him to be quiet, and cried out, twice, ò Jesus, Son of David, 

have mercy on me!ó. Jesus stopped abruptly and called for him to be brought to 

Him. 
 

Then they said, òBe of good cheer. Arise, he is calling youó. Whereupon, Bar-

timeaus threw aside his garment and came to Jesus. Wow! Here is a four point 

sermon outline, already: Cry of desperation; Call of Christ: aside the garments of 

sin: Come to Jesus! [No extra charge, thank you.]  
 

But there was something Jesus wanted to ask of Bartimeaus: òWhat do you 

want Me to do for you?ó And he responded to Jesus, òRabboni [Master], that  I 

may receive my sightó. Jesus responded, òGo your way; your faith has made you 

welló. And he followed Jesus on the road. (Mark 10:46-52) Jesus said, òGo your 

wayó, but the man followed Jesus; he chose that way. 
 

There is another lesson tucked inside this story. Jesus obviously knew his need. 

Why did He ask him to declare it? It looks like our task is to identify our needs, 

and it is the Lordõs task to fill them. He tells us, over and over, to ask of Him, as 

the Number One thing we are to do in seeking Him. So letõs do it! Letõs ask 

boldly and confidently, with certainty and unabashed expectation, just as blind 

Bartimeaus did! 
 

And, because Jesus bids us do so. (Hebrews 4:16) 

 

Gene Lawley, Finance Chairman  

On Naming Our Needs  

~ Minds Attention Hearts Affection ~  

Confidence in Christ through Surrender  

 What an explosive passage in Philippians 1 following with verse 6 and through 11. Paul 

assures the Philippians church that he is convinced that God will continue to bring the 

 church into maturity in Him. 

 

 It is God who began the work in them and respectively, us, at the day of repentance and it 

is God through Christ who will prove Himself faithful. 

 

 This is God's end of the deal. We are not the ones to mold ourselves into Christ's likeness 

but it is Him who does this miraculous work. Our end of the deal is simply this: Surrender. 

 

 When we obediently surrender our lives to Him, He is loosed in our lives to mature us and 

to mold us and even at times, to break us as He sees fit. To a non-believer who has not experi-

enced the presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit of God, this will sound insane and perhaps make 

no logical sense whatsoever, but to the child of the Father who is submitted to the will of God and 

has experienced His hand upon their lives, the mystery has become reality. 

 

 In the victories, storms and tragedies of our lives our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ stands 

firm, filling us with the fruit of righteousness to the glory and praise of God. 

(Philippians. 1: 11) 

 

Blessings , John Martinez  
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