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Refusing Conformity
overcome by joy. This has now become
Christmas is fast approaching. There is g @tristmas way.

about this calendared holiday that excites |me;

summer jobs, | was quickly humbled and

my

the sounds, smells, lights and of course|the likely to be misunderstood by some here.

eats, yet this one thing consumes meSalet me attempt to clarify. I'm not writing thi

constant pressure to conform. When PRaukcondemn what anyone does on Christm
writes to the church in Rome (Romans 122)l enjoy the sounds, sights, smells, and
he tells them to "be no longer conformed db the Christmas season but for me, it i
the patterns of this world but to Keansformed joy because it has so little to
transformed..." with receiving and I'm overcome with joy

About four years ago | sat down with mwe claim we are celebrating.

family and we discussed how we might handle

Christmas that year. | was facing a missidohn Bunyan was told to conform to the pat
tour to a closed country that would prove tgdle his day and to stop preaching or f
very expensive. | asked my family that vmprisonment. What's amazing here is tha
would consider not buying Christmas gifts faras not asked to stop from believing or
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give. After all, that's the character of the One
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each other that year and that we would rgttienounce his faith in Christ, he was told to stop

give the money we would normally spend|preaching or face imprisonment. He record
each other to send me to this country. |lis essay entitledAdvice to Sufferersabout
blessed of God that my family was |lmow many of his friends told him that all
agreement with this and then the enemy bebad to do was agree with the culture ang
to flood me with guilt and frustration overould go home to his family and everyth
such a 'selfish' thing as this. After all | wasuld be normal again. He refused conform
about to travel abroad to a foreign land and mynained in jail, and wrote the most wid
family would remain here. The pressure|read book in all of the world, except the Bil;
conform to this pattern of 'romantic' ChristmBdgrim's Progress. It's reported that in m
was overwhelming at times, but we refusedctises, after the bible is translated
conform, and | shall never forget thatissionaries the next book that is translate
Christmas morning. Pilgrim's Progress. In Colonial America it w
widely reported that most homes had
We still woke early to read the Christmasoks, the Bible and Pilgrims Progress.
story, we had gifts to open and a family

traditional Christmas breakfast to follow. B&l Bunyan had to do was promise not
the difference will never be forgotten. each any more without dicenses an
flesh argued with my spirit for but a feweverything would be normal. Refusing
moments when | looked at how few gifts werenformity he experienced supernatural |
under the tree. But when | realized that |M{e have God and we chose conformity to
boys had given toward taking the gospel {@atterns of this world?

closed country, to a people we had never

known from their savings and previqus (continued on page 2)
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Christmas is fast approaching. There is a lot abiustcalendared holiday that excites me; the spusiahells, lights and of
course the eats, yet this one thing consumes roenstant pressure to conform. When Paul writedi¢ochurch in Rome
(Romans 12:2) he tells them to "be no longer canéat to the patterns of this world but to be tramsfd..."

About four years ago | sat down with my family ame discussed how we might handle Christmas that yeeas facing
mission tour to a closed country that would pravdé very expensive. | asked my family that theysider not buying m
Christmas gifts and would they rather give the nyothey would normally spend on me and give to dwrch to send m
to this country. I'm blessed of God that my familgs in agreement with this and then the enemy begfood me with
guilt and frustration over such a 'selfish' thirggtlais. After all | was about to travel abroad tfmeeign land and my famil
would remain here. The pressure to conform to plaigern of 'romantic’ Christmas was overwhelmindiraes, but wg
refused to conform, and | shall never forget thiati€Smas morning.
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We still woke early to read the Christmas story,had gifts to open and a family traditional Chriagbreakfast to followy.
But the difference will never be forgotten. My fieargued with my spirit for but a few moments wiéooked at how few
gifts were under the tree. But when | realized tRahee and my boys had given toward taking the eldspa closed
country, to a people we had never known from tisavings and previous summer jobs, | was quickly liieth anc
overcome by joy. This has now become our Christiveas

I'm likely to be misunderstood by some here. Sarletattempt to clarify. I'm not writing this to aemn what anyone dogs
on Christmas. | still enjoy the sounds, sights, Ilsnand eats of the Christmas season but for trie,d transformed joy
because it has so little to do with receiving anddvercome with joy to give. After all, that's tblearacter of the One we
claim we are celebrating.
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John Bunyan was told to conform to the patternigfday and to stop preaching or face imprisonmafiitat's amazing her
is that he was not asked to stop from believingpadenounce his faith in Christ, he was simply tmldstoppreaching or
face imprisonment. He records in his essay entittatVice to Sufferersabout how many of his friends told him that ad
had to do was agree with the culture and he cooldagne to his family and everything would be noragain. He refuse
conformity, remained in jail, and wrote the mostaly read book in all of the world, except the BibPilgrim's Progres
It's reported that in many cases, after the bibléranslated by missionaries the next book thataisslated is Pilgrim
Progress. In Colonial America it was widely repdrtieat most homes had two books, the Bible andiRifggProgress.
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All Bunyan had to do was promise not to preachraoye without a licenses and everything would benabr Refusing cor
formity he experienced supernatural joy. We havd &uad we chose conformity to the patterns of tlosd® Would you b
willing to do something radical this Christmas witte? It's understood that many missionary sendijggaes are facin
critical days financially and the risk of not appiing new missionaries and even in some casesingemissionaries hom
You will most likely be encouraged by our governtand many others to spend money this Christmdselp stimulate
this economy. Would you consider refusing confoyraind invest in a better promise? A promise thétnet disappoint!
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This year, like many years, | will be giving to thettie Moon Christmas offering through my localucth. | will, with
much joy, not let this world conform my mind andekeme from 'preaching' the gospel to the endseoktrth. What, will
hinder the preaching of the gospel so | can opgift an Christmas morning?

To further clarify... | will, most likely, still gre and receive gifts on Christmas morning, thesdittow give are simplified
and very personal. Give this Christmas seasonfatecsame nature of God, giving life to all whdiéee.

Pray, Go and Give!

Refusing Conformity,

Tl T~
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My name is Tony Evert
| was born and raised in Sot
Dakota. Right after high scha
| joined the Navy and served f{
5 years. | have been a machi

Nevada in 1991.

My name is Dayle Everts. | was born in Durangolo@ado
and grew up in Aztec, New Mexico. | have been asaubr 23
years. | moved to Elko Nevada in 1988.

Tony and Dayle met in Elko in 1995 and fell in loared were

married June 13, 1998. Between the two of us we Bakids ant
15 grandchildren.

We joined Christian Motorcyclists Associationdahave bee

for 35 years. | moved to Elk

Happy Birthday

oll John Christlieb
o1l Shari Helman
i) Joshua Lane

O14 Nancy Brackett
16 Rhonda Reichel
19 Becky Hanchey
23  Bethany Stieneke
30  Zachary Burton
31  Christie Burton

members since 2001. With our love for Jesus androyptles we |

are able to do as Jesus says in Mark 16:15, "&oallhtthe world
and preach the gospel to all creation." The bidk® aays ir
Romans 10:14 how can people know about Jesus ustessont
tells them. That is God's call for all of us td ®teryone about th
saving grace of Jesus Christ.

God led Tony and Dayle to Twin Falls in 2006 are noy
forming a CMA chapter in the Magic Valley to contenthis grea
Ministry. We have found a wonderful church home ast for
your prayers as we are out on the highways and ys/slaaring
Jesus with everyone we meet.

The Christian Motorcyclist Association chapter ftre
Magic Valley meet the 1st Monday of each monti6:80pm a
Eastside Baptist Church.

If you would like more information about this sy
please come to our next meeting on December 7th.cdm als(
contact Tony & Dayle Everts at 208-944-0665.

&&% %

3rd
Leon & Vonda Storjohn

20th
' Paul & Renee Thompson

31st
D) Blake & Christie Burton
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Let’s celebrate the Birth of Christ by ,
Decorating the Sanctuary & Tree and,
Fellowshipping
In song and sharing Desserts & Finger Foods.

Sunday December 6th
ESBC
5:00 P.M.

Your Families Favorite Yummy Dessert
To share with your Church Family

A Joyful Heart and Voice to Lift in

To Our Lord
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S Then click on their nam
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HOYA) #67-1" to know your Pastors ol -
a more intimate level.

Suggested Items:

*($ Read their thoughts, se ; : ’
9 3%z &) 4501 their stories, post your PSS o s "
%B0) D)?-* own responses, and asfih . 1,

them questions.




1:00 Children’s
Christmas Party




