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summer jobs, I was quickly humbled and  
overcome by joy. This has now become my 
Christmas way.  
 
I'm likely to be misunderstood by some here. 
So let me attempt to clarify. I'm not writing this 
to condemn what anyone does on Christmas. I 
still enjoy the sounds, sights, smells, and eats 
of the Christmas season but for me, it is a 
transformed joy because it has so little to do 
with receiving and I'm overcome with joy to 
give. After all, that's the character of the One 
we claim we are celebrating.  
 
John Bunyan was told to conform to the pattern 
of his day and to stop preaching or face       
imprisonment. What's amazing here is that he 
was not asked to stop from believing or to   
denounce his faith in Christ, he was told to stop 
preaching or face imprisonment. He records in 
his essay entitled "Advice to Sufferers" about 
how many of his friends told him that all he 
had to do was agree with the culture and he 
could go home to his family and everything 
would be normal again. He refused conformity, 
remained in jail, and wrote the most widely 
read book in all of the world, except the Bible, 
Pilgrim's Progress. It's reported that in many 
cases, after the bible is translated by            
missionaries the next book that is translated is 
Pilgrim's Progress. In Colonial America it was 
widely reported that most homes had two 
books, the Bible and Pilgrims Progress.  
 
All Bunyan had to do was promise not to 
preach any more without a licenses and        
everything would be normal. Refusing        
conformity he experienced supernatural joy. 
We have God and we chose conformity to the 
patterns of this world? 
 

(continued on page 2) 
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Refusing Conformity 
 
Christmas is fast approaching. There is a lot 
about this calendared holiday that excites me; 
the sounds, smells, lights and of course the 
eats, yet this one thing consumes me, a       
constant pressure to conform. When Paul 
writes to the church in Rome (Romans 12:2) 
he tells them to "be no longer conformed to 
the patterns of this world but to be            
transformed..."  
 
About four years ago I sat down with my    
family and we discussed how we might handle 
Christmas that year. I was facing a mission 
tour to a closed country that would prove to be 
very expensive. I asked my family that we 
would consider not buying Christmas gifts for 
each other that year and that we would rather 
give the money we would normally spend on 
each other to send me to this country. I'm 
blessed of God that my family was in      
agreement with this and then the enemy began 
to flood me with guilt and frustration over 
such a 'selfish' thing as this. After all I was 
about to travel abroad to a foreign land and my 
family would remain here. The pressure to 
conform to this pattern of 'romantic' Christmas 
was overwhelming at times, but we refused to 
conform, and I shall never forget that     
Christmas morning. 
 
We still woke early to read the Christmas 
story, we had gifts to open and a family      
traditional Christmas breakfast to follow. But 
the difference will never be forgotten. My 
flesh argued with my spirit for but a few     
moments when I looked at how few gifts were 
under the tree. But when I realized that my 
boys had given toward taking the gospel to a 
closed country, to a people we had never 
known from their savings and previous     
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Christmas is fast approaching. There is a lot about this calendared holiday that excites me; the sounds, smells, lights and of 
course the eats, yet this one thing consumes me, a constant pressure to conform. When Paul writes to the church in Rome 
(Romans 12:2) he tells them to "be no longer conformed to the patterns of this world but to be transformed..."  
 

About four years ago I sat down with my family and we discussed how we might handle Christmas that year. I was facing a 
mission tour to a closed country that would prove to be very expensive. I asked my family that they consider not buying me 
Christmas gifts and would they rather give the money they would normally spend on me and give to our church to send me 
to this country. I'm blessed of God that my family was in agreement with this and then the enemy began to flood me with 
guilt and frustration over such a 'selfish' thing as this. After all I was about to travel abroad to a foreign land and my family 
would remain here. The pressure to conform to this pattern of 'romantic' Christmas was overwhelming at times, but we     
refused to conform, and I shall never forget that Christmas morning. 
 

We still woke early to read the Christmas story, we had gifts to open and a family traditional Christmas breakfast to follow. 
But the difference will never be forgotten. My flesh argued with my spirit for but a few moments when I looked at how few 
gifts were under the tree. But when I realized that Renee and my boys had given toward taking the gospel to a closed     
country, to a people we had never known from their savings and previous summer jobs, I was quickly humbled and        
overcome by joy. This has now become our Christmas way.  
 

I'm likely to be misunderstood by some here. So let me attempt to clarify. I'm not writing this to condemn what anyone does 
on Christmas. I still enjoy the sounds, sights, smells, and eats of the Christmas season but for me, it is a transformed joy    
because it has so little to do with receiving and I'm overcome with joy to give. After all, that's the character of the One we 
claim we are celebrating.  
 

John Bunyan was told to conform to the pattern of his day and to stop preaching or face imprisonment. What's amazing here 
is that he was not asked to stop from believing or to denounce his faith in Christ, he was simply told to stop preaching or 
face imprisonment. He records in his essay entitled "Advice to Sufferers" about how many of his friends told him that all he 
had to do was agree with the culture and he could go home to his family and everything would be normal again. He refused 
conformity, remained in jail, and wrote the most widely read book in all of the world, except the Bible, Pilgrim's Progress. 
It's reported that in many cases, after the bible is translated by missionaries the next book that is translated is Pilgrim's     
Progress. In Colonial America it was widely reported that most homes had two books, the Bible and Pilgrims Progress.  
 

All Bunyan had to do was promise not to preach any more without a licenses and everything would be normal. Refusing con-
formity he experienced supernatural joy. We have God and we chose conformity to the patterns of this world? Would you be 
willing to do something radical this Christmas with me? It's understood that many missionary sending agencies are facing 
critical days financially and the risk of not appointing new missionaries and even in some cases, sending missionaries home. 
You will most likely be encouraged by our government and many others to spend money this Christmas to help stimulate 
this economy. Would you consider refusing conformity and invest in a better promise? A promise that will not disappoint!  
 

This year, like many years, I will be giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas offering through my local church. I will, with 
much joy, not let this world conform my mind and keep me from 'preaching' the gospel to the ends of the earth. What, will I 
hinder the preaching of the gospel so I can open a gift on Christmas morning?  
 

To further clarify... I will, most likely, still give and receive gifts on Christmas morning, the gifts I now give are simplified 
and very personal. Give this Christmas season out of the same nature of God, giving life to all who believe.  
 
Pray, Go and Give! 
 

Refusing Conformity,  
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Happy Bir thday 

 

 

 

 1 John Christlieb 
11  Shari Helman 
12  Joshua Lane 
14  Nancy Brackett 
16  Rhonda Reichel 
19  Becky  Hanchey 
23  Bethany Stieneke 
30  Zachary Burton 
31  Christie Burton 

��&&%�
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3rd  
Leon & Vonda Storjohn 

 
20th  

Paul & Renee Thompson 
 

31st 
Blake & Christie Burton 

                       Getting to know…. Your Churc h Family  ��������

 

 My name is Tony Everts. 
I was born and raised in South       
Dakota. Right after high school 
I joined the Navy and served for 
5 years. I have been a machinist 
for 35 years. I moved to Elko 
Nevada in 1991.  

     

 My name is Dayle Everts. I was born in Durango, Colorado 
and grew up in Aztec, New Mexico. I have been a nurse for 23 
years. I moved to Elko Nevada in 1988.  

    Tony and Dayle met in Elko in 1995 and fell in love and were 
married June 13, 1998. Between the two of us we have 5 kids and 
15 grandchildren.  

    We joined Christian Motorcyclists Association and have been 
members since 2001. With our love for Jesus and motorcycles we 
are able to do as Jesus says in Mark 16:15, "Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to all creation." The bible also says in      
Romans 10:14 how can people know about Jesus unless someone 
tells them. That is God's call for all of us to tell everyone about the 
saving grace of Jesus Christ. 

    God led Tony and Dayle to Twin Falls in 2006, we are now 
forming a CMA chapter in the Magic Valley to continue this great 
Ministry. We have found a wonderful church home and ask for 
your prayers as we are out on the highways and byways sharing 
Jesus with everyone we meet. 
 
 The Christian Motorcyclist Association chapter for the 
Magic   Valley meet the 1st Monday of each month at 6:30pm at 
Eastside Baptist Church.  
 If you would like more information about this ministry 
please come to our next meeting on December 7th. You can also 
contact Tony & Dayle Everts at 208-944-0665. 
 

�����(�)���	�*�	�
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Let’s celebrate the Birth of Christ by ,  
Decorating the Sanctuary & Tree and,  

Fellowshipping  
In song and sharing Desserts & Finger Foods. 

 
���
�� Sunday December 6th  
������������������������� ��� ESBC 
��������������������� ��� 5:00 P.M. 

 

������	����
�������	����
�������	����
�������	����
�� ���
Your Families  Favorite  Yummy Dessert����

 To share with your Church Family  
 

A Joyful Heart and Voice to Lift in  
�	�������	�������	�������	������� ���
To Our Lord 
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Our pastors blog sites are 
at.  

www.esbctwinfalls.com 

 Then click on their name 
and you will be directed 

to their      

“Blogger” Site   

This is a great way to get 
to know your Pastors on 
a more intimate level.  

Read their thoughts, see 
their stories, post your 
own responses, and ask 

them  questions. 
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