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For the past two years | have had the pleasu
serving as president of the Utah/ldaho Sout
Baptist Convention. This task has been a mixtul
many feelings and emotions. I've been on the v
of great frustration yet always rejoicing in thea
commission partnership | share with thousand
Southern Baptists in this two state region.

This past year God has had my attention in Ezg
47 often concerning our state convention and it
bled over into my growing passion to see a pe
saturated in God. | noted many observations a
this text in relationship to our denominati
church and personal life. Following are some of
observations | see concerning the 'river' fi
Ezekiel 47:1-12: The origin of this river is Goddd
the river is God. Unlike rivers in nature, thisem
increased without other rivers joining in. The ri
has an effect on the great sea, causing it to be
fresh. Life is in abundance wherever the river g
Fish abound in the river. Fishermen have a pla
cast their nets. There are marshes and sw
around the river (seems like they represern
negative element, | think.) Life abounds on
banks of the river. Trees bear perpetual fruit.
leaves of the trees give healing.

The vision Ezekiel has, caused me to immedia

think of the imagery related to Living Water in the

New Testament. The transparent nature of
Bible gives cause to meditate and linger over |
like John 7:37-39. Here Jesus is dealing wit
religious community who are captivated
substitutes for life giving water. In light of thide
calls attention to all who are thirsty as he croed
to all to come to Him and drink. As a result
coming to Christ, Scripture declares that ‘rivefs
living water’ will flow from their innermost bein
(the Holy Spirit.)

In these two texts are interesting things to cars
There is a place where life originates and abo
and they are one in the same. We (the church)

réaxn trying to stimulate growth, create healthiness
hevangelize, and grow in maturity all apart from the
eRiver.’
erge
SWifiat we need to do is abide by the river (not|the
swamps or marshes.) This past year | took| the
current trends of ‘church growth' movements jand
laid it against this plumb line noting the followin
ckiledervations...
has
pple
bout When did we become convinced that
DN, we have to do something other than
the put Holy God and sinful man up next
om to each other to cause people to want
N to drink this living water? Maybe
because we are leading them to |the
ve swamps and marshes? Who would
com drink from a swamp unless he had to
pes be tricked into drinking from it? Fresh
te to water needs no gimmick to 'sell.’
AMps
ta What would happen if we went fishing
the in the river rather than the swamp|or
The marsh?
Holy God offers Himself to the
nations and we think we need to use a
ltely gimmick to attract them to Him? He's
the God, he needs no 'opening act.'
Bt many churches, Christianity has been watered
RiGwn until the solution is so weak that if it were
ison it would not hurt anyone, and if it were
medicine it would not cure anyone!"
A.W. Tozer
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Part-Two of a Series called “First-Choice Worship:Preferences”
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Let's celebrate the Birth of Christ b
Decorating the Sanctuary & Tree and
Fellowshipping
In song and sharing Desserts.

Sunday December 6th
ESBC
5:00 P.M.

Your Families Favorite_ Yummy DesseWt
To share with your Church Family " .
r\_‘
3

A Joyful Heart and Voice to Lift in .

To Our Lord




For Christmas this year our  Military Ministry  will be

sending Christmas care packages for Soldiers throug h
Christina Thompson. Christina, was Pastor John’s
Chaplain Assistant. Christina is currently statione din
Iraqg. These soldiers are on a base and have asked f  or
“Microwave Goodies”
There are boxes in the lobby with a suggested shopp  ing
list. We are also asking each family that filsab  oxto

cover the $11.95 shipping cost.  (make check payable to ESBC

Please be sure to have your box plus check turned into
the church office by November 23 "

If you have any questions please contact Dawn Edgar at
734-7041 or 308-4427
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Happy Birthday

*

1! =
o 5" 1 3
JJ +' 13 &
B *

+ %
IF %

#8 "
L7" 11

#% "
*L: A




F6AT7 %=7.) )+ 8A .#+%(

% .B7==2 ) $//F

| "l 1$ #%& ™(

| #)
9 3%2 8?.%-) #67-1'
3 %2
%', @ #?7%,A)--

| &
9 3%2 %@0) B)?-*
%2
8%7?. )02%'

| )&
9 3%2C60.) $&%?%*
%2
8%7?. %7?-.\D

! II-I
9 3%2 %Y@ #71&'
%2
%,)@ #?1&'

1,)&
9 3%2 <%-8)2.) $E%?
%2
<%-8)?.") $E%?

*+

] —

Our pastors blog sites a
at.

Then click on their nam
and you will be directec
to their

“Blogger” Site

This is a great way to ge
to know your Pastors ol
a more intimate level.
Read their thoughts, se
their stories, post your
own responses, and as
them questions.
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